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On 10/25/97 at 1315 hours, I conducted a vehicle check on an
unoccupied, green, 1997 Honda 2-door with a Missouri license plate
bearing T5B 721, located near a vacant building in the 9800 blk of
Sunflower Rd. The vehicle was located on the north side of the
building and was facing east. Deputy Pierce #143 was with me at

this time.

As I approached the vehicle, I noticed it appeared to have
been sitting in this location for an extended period of time. This
was due to the fact that the ground underneath the vehicle was
still dry and it had been raining for the last 12 hours. Seeing
there were no persons in the vehicle, I conducted a brief search of

the area.

As I walked south and west, to look around the back side of
the building, I observed what appeared to be a adult white male.
He was laying against the building, on his back, approximately 20
to 25 feet south of the northwest corner of the building. He was
wearing a grey sweatshirt, black pants and a pair of black boots.
Both of his legs were extended to the west with one leg crossed

over the other at the ankles.

At first, it appeared he was turned away from me, as I could
not see his head. Upon closer observation, it appeared the
individual had suffered a fatal gunshot wound to the head. There
appeared to be no obvious signs of a struggle and the wound
appeared to be consistent with a self-inflicted injury. i’
immediately notified the Shift Sergeant, Sgt. Humerickhouse on the

situation.

Deputy Pierce and I remained at the scene, checking for
possible evidence. A number of photographs were taken for
documentation. A black colored, twelve gauge shotgun and one spent
round were found laying immediately south of the victim, next to
and parallel to the victim’s upper legs and torso. The shotgun was
a pump-action and appeared to have one round still in the chamber.
The shotgun was situated such that the tip of the barrel was
located in the victim’s left armpit. The spent shotgun shell was
located between the butt of the shotgun and the victim’s legs.

Sgt. Humerickhouse responded to the location. Deputies Brown
and Grooters also responded to assist in the investigation.

Sgt. Humerickhouse conducted a computer check of the license
plate of the vehicle. It was determined the vehicle was registered

to Justin C. Bruton of Kansas City, Mo. His NFORMATION IS RESTRICTED AS 1O USE
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At this point, Johnson County Sheriff’s Department Detective
Atwell responded to the location. After taking a number of
photographs, Det. Atwell searched the victim, finding the victim’s
wallet. Located within the victim’s wallet was a Missouri drivers

license. The drivers license belonged to Justin C. Bruton (w/m,
dob 08/23/77). The physical identifiers on the drivers license
appeared to be consistent with those of the victim. Missouri

driver’s license was #440885049.

At this time, the scene was handed over to Det. Atwell.

Respectfully submitted:

Dok, L ssisa

Deputy C. Farkes, 751/586
Traffic and Patrol Division
Johnson County Sheriff’s Office
Olathe, Kansas



