Dear                                      , 
· Learn how to play backgammon

· Give Shakespeare another chance

· See my father’s grave

· Keep my own honeybees

· Participate in the meeting of a polar bear club

· Have a pastrami on rye and a celery soda at Katz's, then walk it off in Central Park
This reads like a traditional ‘bucket list’, as composed by Joe or Jane Anybody. However, it is not. It is just a small part of Byron Case’s bucket list. 

Who is Byron Case? He’s a 34 year old Missouri man who’s been imprisoned for 13 years (so far) for a murder he did not commit. His bucket list is filled with hopes and dreams, some rather daring(“Take lessons in fire eating”) and some that most of us probably have on our own lists (“Take Mum somewhere really, really special”).  
I am a supporter of Byron Case and I believe in his innocence, not because I just “feel” that he’s innocent, not just because I “think” that he’s innocent, but because the facts overwhelmingly point to his innocence.  I think that this would make an excellent topic for your show and could not only draw attention to Byron’s plight but to that of the thousands of wrongfully convicted men and women across the U.S..  

You may have already received a press kit regarding Byron’s case. If you have not and would like one, please email freebyroncase@hotmail.com and one will be sent to you immediately. 

Here are just a few of the facts: 

1. On October 23, 1997, the body of 18 year old Anastasia Witbolsfuegen was found in Lincoln Cemetery in Independence, Missouri.

2. She had been shot in the face.

3. On October 22, 1997, Anastasia, her boyfriend Justin Bruton and their friends Byron Case and  his girlfriend Kelly Moffett met up & drove around, looking for a place for Justin and Anastasia to discuss their on-again, off-again relationship.

4. At one point, Justin said something particularly cruel to Anastasia and she got out of the car at a stop light and walked away. That was the last time that Byron and Kelly saw her alive.

5. She did not arrive at home and her father searched for her for most of the night. 

6. The next morning, after Anastasia’s body had been found but before that  news went out via the media, Justin shot and killed himself in a nearby Kansas town.

7. Kelly and Byron gave numerous statements to the police, both recounting events as described above. 

8. The murder was considered unsolved, although general consensus was that it had been a murder-suicide involving Justin. Both he and Anastasia had psychological issues and both had discussed if not attempted suicide before. 

The Facts continued…

9. About a year after the deaths of their friends, Kelly broke up with Byron. 

10. Her drug use increased and she was kicked out of her parents’ home.

11. When living on the streets or in crack houses, Kelly would often contact Byron for sympathy, food or a place to shower and sleep. 

12. She became belligerent and aggressive when Byron refused to see her/let her stay with him/give her money. 

13. Byron eventually told her he was moving to St. Louis, in large part to distance himself from her continuing harassment. 

14. One week after he moved, three years after Anastasia’s murder, Kelly now had a new story about what had happened the night Anastasia was murdered: Byron had killed her. 

15. His motive? Justin was sick of her and Byron had ‘always wanted to know what it was like to kill someone’. 

16. His means? A shotgun that they discarded. Kelly conveniently could not recall the location where the gun was discarded. 
17. According to Kelly, Anastasia had never exited the car and the shooting took place at sunset. 

The evidence, or lack thereof: 

1. There was no blood/DNA evidence linking Byron to the murder, despite the fact that the victim was shot at point blank range. 
a. There was no blood/DNA evidence in the trunk of the vehicle where the gun had supposedly been thrown after the murder.

2. There was no physical evidence of any kind connecting Byron to the  murder.

3. No time of death was ever established by the medical examiner’s investigator. 

a.  Many common time of death indicators point to a time of death closer to midnight or a few hours after midnight. Byron is alibied during this time by his mother and by Kelly herself who he spoke with on the phone. 

b. 4 separate eyewitnesses saw Anastasia alive after sunset.

4. A telephone call that Kelly made to Byron and recorded. 

a. Detectives placed the recording equipment on her phone but were not present when the recording was made. Therefore, there was no verification that the tape had not been manipulated.

b. Kelly’s words are clear and easy to understand. 

c. Byron’s responses are muffled and mostly inaudible. It sounds as if the recording device is being moved further away from the end of the phone that his voice would have come out of. 

d. Kelly asks Byron on the tape why he “felt the need to kill her”. Byron’s response is inaudible and so muffled it sounds like he made no response. 

e. Later in the call, Byron says “We shouldn’t talk about this”. Many others who listen to the tape hear “We should talk about this.” 
f. The prosecutors and jury considered this a ‘tacit admission’ of guilt. 

g. There were numerous errors in the transcription of the tape.  

We need help. We need attention to be brought to this case. Byron has exhausted his appeals and he only has two options remaining: 

1. A pardon by the Governor. This has been filed and numerous letters in support of this have been sent, however we need still more public knowledge and support of this.
2. Introduction of new evidence. We need forensic pathologists, ballistics experts, forensic audio experts and others to show that the evidence points to Byron’s innocence. 

We need attorneys willing to work pro-bono to exonerate Byron. We need the world to know that he did not commit this crime and that he was wrongfully convicted and has spent the last 13 years in prison for a murder that he did not commit. The West Memphis 3 case has shown the world that wrongful convictions are a tragic fact. What we need to show here is that it’s an even bigger issue when there is no DNA to easily exonerate someone. It’s not something that’s talked about – what about those cases where there is no DNA? What if there is only one ‘eyewitness’ who has a serious slack of credibility based on her past behavior? 
Byron is tremendously positive, given the circumstances. He does not hold a grudge and he has not let resentment build up. He has taken to writing to express himself. In addition to a blog (http://www.pariahblog.com/), he has had stories and poems published in several publications including pieces in the best selling anthologies The Moment and Requiem for a Paper Bag.  
Byron writes eloquently about his case in this blog post:  http://thepariahssyntax.blogspot.com/2011/06/travesty-at-ten.html
A book, The Skeptical Juror and the Trial of Byron Case, has been written about this case. Author John Allen took the time to critically review the transcripts and evidence and has come up with most of the exculpatory information listed in this letter. 
For further information, email freebyroncase@hotmail.com or contact Byron’s mother, Evelyn Case at Home: 816-763-1435 or Cell: 913-440-0770. The website is http://www.freebyroncase.com. 

Thank you for your time, 
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