Governor Nixon, 

I am writing to you in support of Byron Case’s Petition for Pardon. 

As Mr. John Allen has shown in his book The Skeptical Juror and the Trial of Byron Case, Byron is not a killer. 

· There is no DNA, blood spatter, ballistic or other hard evidence linking him to the crime.

· Time of death indicators put the time of death much later than the sole ‘eyewitness’ claims. During this time period, Byron has a solid alibi, including the ‘eyewitness’ herself.

· There are many problems with this ‘eyewitness’, Byron’s embittered, drug-addicted ex-girlfriend, Kelly Moffett.

· Her story remained the same for 3 years after the crime until Byron told her he was moving to St. Louis and wanted no further contact with her. 

· Her story is not supported by actual facts and is completely uncorroborated.

· The phone conversation she recorded where Byron makes his alleged ‘tacit confession’ is poorly recorded, possibly manipulated and was incorrectly transcribed. 

I’m sure that you are well aware of all of these facts. What you may not be aware of is just who Byron is. He is not and has never been a violent person. During his 12 years of imprisonment, he has had only two minor write-ups, neither of them remotely related to anything violent. 
He has not allowed his imprisonment to turn him into a bitter, vengeful person. Instead, he has focused on the positive, become a published writer, maintained numerous friendships and looks forward to the day when he is freed. 

Byron has a job offer from Davy Rothbart, the creator and editor of FOUND magazine so he will not be a drain on the public purse or likely to seek illegal means of obtaining money.  He looks forward to working and being a productive member of society.  He eagerly anticipates getting an apartment and car and being able to enjoy a coffee with his friends,  visiting a museum or art gallery, or participating in any of the myriad activities that the rest of us take for granted as part of our daily lives. 

He has many friends and family members who support and encourage him both practically as well as emotionally. He has spoken of a desire to share his story, specifically how his Asperger’s Syndrome has affected his life, in hopes of helping others. There is nothing vicious or violent about him. He wants what you have and what I have, a chance to follow his dreams and live and love.
Everyone has a limit on what they can bear. The trick is rebounding from collapse with a sense of purpose. I like to think I keep purpose foremost on my mind. Every day I wake up dreaming of the end. Every day I wonder how I might bring it about. Every day I focus on freedom. Every day I imagine a future in which every damned day doesn't begin and end locked inside a concrete box. I'm not even angry anymore at my ex, Kelly, the pathetic character whose lies put me here — Æsop taught us we can't begrudge the scorpion for stinging — I just want back what was stolen. I just want the bad dream to be over. I just want to live. – Byron’s own words taken from a blog post.
Sincerely, 

